(Kahn), on the activities of the community i.e. antisuicidal organization (Resnik), 'and in the employment of former mental patients (Poindexter).
In the final part of the book an analysis of the mental health services in Britain is given by Maclay, and Masserman gives a view on psychiatry as it exists around the world today.
Masserman masterfully edited a broad spectrum of information in a well-structured book. This neatly-bound volume reflects the loosening boundaries between countries in psychiatry, which is certainly one of the. characteristics of recent times. (vi), i-xii, 1-37. $1.00. The Law and Mental Disorder is a guide to the formulation of legislation for the operation of community-centred psychiatric treatment programs. It was prepared by a committee of psychiatrists and lawyers, appointed by the National Scientific Planning Council of the Canadian Mental Health Association. Three of the seven committee members had participated in the preparation of the previous CMHA report More for the Mind. The present report provides the legislative framework within which mental illness might be cared for in the same organizational, administrative, and professional manner as physical illness. Other parts of the report, to be published later, will deal with civil rights and criminal process.
Part one. Hospitals and Patient Care is concerned with rhe provincial laws governing hospitals and clinics caring for the mentally ill; the examination and hospitalization of patients; and competency and capacity. The discussion preceding each of the 25 recommendations is brief, but sufficient to explain the premises upon which the recommendation is based. The usual difficulties of vagueness or complexity in legislative pr o p osa ls are avoided. The recommendations are quite specific. A minimum of psychiatric or legal jargon is used.
Although the legislative proposals are based upon a non-segregated pattern of psychiatric practice they can be applied to the institutions currently available. Throughout the report emphasis is placed upon the use and continuation of compulsion only if the patient is considered to be in need of hospital treatment, and is a danger to himself or others, and is unwilling to remain in treatment voluntarily. The procedures for involuntary hospitalization involve time spans for assessment and treatment which are in accord with current trends. It is hoped that a future edition will provide for appropriate application of the proposals to those patients in hospital when new legislation is enacted.
This report achieves its objectives of summarizing legislative principles in a readable manner equally comprehensible to lawyer, physician, legislator and interested layman. It should be the first document considered by any group concerned with assessing existing legislation, or preparing new legislation. This book can satisfy the needs of both experienced professionals, and the beginners who ask for the "one reference which gives the basic essentials." ALEX RICHMAN, M.D. Vancouver.
Lives in Distress, by Marjorie Fiske Lowenthal. N ew York, London, Basic Books Inc.: In Canada, General Publishing Company Ltd., Toronto, 1964, pp. 266. $6.95 . This is the first major report on geriatric mental illness from the interdisciplinary study group at the Langley Porter Neuropsychiatric Institute, California Department of Mental Hygiene and the
